
These points are offered as suggestions to help teachers in the delivery of the lesson on marriage and the family.  This lesson needs to be approached with delicacy – clearly presenting the teaching of the Catholic Church while responding sensitively to the individual circumstances of the children.

It is important for children in a Catholic school to be informed about the church’s teaching on marriage and family. The aim is to present this teaching in a positive way which emphasises love and forgiveness. 

The following may be helpful in developing positive responses for children who are not living within a family situation with both biological parents.  

You may also find these points useful during the Introductory Meeting for Parents, to tell parents how you will respond to their children on the topic of marriage  
 

1. Marriage is God’s special design.  That’s the way He would like people to live, except those He calls to the priesthood or religious life, because He knows it will make them happy.  For some people their relationship within marriage breaks down.  God still loves them, He always forgives and He waits for people to come to Him.

2. If parents leave a marriage, that doesn’t make them bad people. A  person and an action are two different things.  We may dislike an action, but we don’t dislike the person. People whose marriages have run into difficulties need our prayers and love.

3. This lesson on marriage is about the children, not their parents. We teach children in a Catholic school about marriage so that they approach marriage later on with an understanding of the solemnity and fidelity involved. 

4. Children, whose parents are no longer together, should be encouraged not to judge their parents, and re-assured that no-one else is judging them.    

5. The Catholic Church is a place of love – no matter what anyone has done, if they want forgiveness, Jesus is there, in the person of the priest to take away sins in confession.  Confession is about love not about punishment.  

6. Every child can pray for their mum and dad.  They can ask God to help and protect their parents.
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